
Due Diligence Corner :
There are three entities that may represent clients who need assistance with 

admissibility for a fee. These include licensed Quebec notaries, members of a 
Canada Law Society, and members of the Immigration Consultants of Canada 

Regulatory Council (ICCRC). 

Our practitioner is a member of the latter group; commonly referred to as an RCIC 
(Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant). 

A US attorney is not licensed to represent a US citizen’s application to enter 
Canada. A US law firm, however, may engage the services of a Canadian licensed 

practitioner. 

For more information about who can legally represent a client’s entry 
to Canada, or any Canadian visa, consult the official Citizenship & Immigration 

Canada (CIC) web site here:
www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/representative/rep-who.asp

To view Mr. Laforce’s license, click on the public page of ICCRC under 
“Consultant List”: www.iccrc-crcic.ca 

If you have been arrested, charged or convicted 
of a criminal offense, you may be barred from 
entry into Canada.  The inability to enter Canada 
on grounds of criminality is referred to as 
“admissibility.”  

Inadmissibility includes most offenses such as: 
DUI/DWI, reckless driving, drug possession, etc.  
A sample list of criminal charges is provided in 
this pamphlet. 

If you have a 

CRIMINAL CHARGE OR CONVICTION 

in your past, you may have a problem!
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Call us today to schedule 
your one hour consultation! 

What is
Inadmissibility?

For US travelers, the vast majority of felony and 
misdemeanor arrests will bar you from entering 
into Canada, including territorial waters (watch 
out Alaska cruisers!), on the count of a “zero 
tolerance” policy on all criminal offenses.  

In an effort to prevent fugitives from fleeing 
criminal prosecution, US-Canada security 
arrangements empower both Canadian and US 
border agents to access our respective criminal 
registry systems.  With the advent of real time 
criminal databases, officers on both sides of 
the border now routinely apply background 
checks of incoming travelers to assess criminal 
inadmissibility.

Other grounds of inadmissibility may include 
having a spouse who is criminally inadmissible.  
For instance, if a spouse is traveling with her 
husband, and he is declared inadmissible 
on the count of a DUI, that would make her 
inadmissible regardless of whether she is 
accompanying her husband or not. 

If your travel is considered beneficial to 
Canada, or if you are traveling on a family 
emergency, you may qualify for a special 
waiver that can temporarily override your 
inadmissibility.  This waiver, called a 
Temporary Resident Permit, is applied on a 
case by case basis.  To assess if you would 
qualify for a TRP, we invite you to contact our 
office.  

Visiting
Canada, Eh?

Border security in both Canada and 
the United States has heightened in 
recent years. 

Today, just about any border officer can 
obtain criminal records of any person 
entering Canada. US travelers with 
past criminal charges or convictions 
may be refused entry if unprepared 
and without important paperwork. 

If you or a family member have been 
convicted or even charged with a 
misdemeanor or felony offense, we 
invite you to consult this important 
pamphlet to help prepare your entry to 
Canada.   
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ADMISSIBILITY WAIVERS 
(Temporary Resident Permit)

A TRP is a special waiver that allows travel to Canada for limited 
periods of time despite criminal or medical inadmissibility. Waivers 
are reviewed and ultimately approved on “national interest,” 
“compassionate” or “compelling work requirements.”  In most 
cases, waivers require that a trip be “urgent” and “compelling.”

If you are not eligible for a pardon (rehabilitation), or do not have 
the time to obtain rehabilitation decision via a consulate, and have 
an urgent need to be in Canada, you may be eligible for waivers.  
Typical waivers are secured involving, to name a few:

• Airline & ship personnel
• Artists and associated show personnel
• Business meeting
• Employment
• Family emergency
• Investments
• Purchasing Canadian goods
• Scientific / health research 

Approval is based on a review of compelling documents and a 
professionally prepared packet. TRP decisions factor in a range 
of criteria including, but not limited to, the applicant’s criminal 
background, risk assessment for future criminal behavior, and 
information regarding the purpose of travel.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO OVERCOME INADMISSIBILITY?

Inadmissibility is our core practice area. On average our firm 
will petition several temporary resident permits a week at any 
given border or airport in Canada and another 1 to 2 consular 
applications at any given visa post of Canada.

Over the years, officers in charge of enforcing and evaluating 
admissibility, such as the Canada Border Services Agency 
(CBSA), have made tremendous strides in applying a consistent 
decision when it comes to waivers and streamed rehabilitation 
applications at the border. Our firm, therefore, can evaluate 
your particular circumstances with some reasonable degree 
of predictability.  In this vein, if you think you may be criminally 
inadmissible to Canada, call us for a confidential consultation.

At the consultation, we’ll assess if your set of circumstances 
merit a special waiver (temporary resident permit), streamlined 
rehabilitation decision at the border, or through the consulate or 
visa post. We strive to find the most beneficial temporary and/or 
permanent solution for each and every client. 

A charge or conviction of any of the 
following offenses can render a traveler 
inadmissible to Canada without proper 
paperwork and preparation: 

• Bad Check
• DUI / DWI / DWAI
• Reckless Driving
• Wet Reckless Driving 
• Public intoxication
• B & E (breaking and entering)
• Domestic violence
• Drug possession (cocaine/crack,   
  ecstasy, heroin)
• Petty theft
• Theft

Does a charge (and no conviction) 
make me inadmissible? 

Answer: Maybe

Because the onus is on the traveler to prove 
that he’s not a flight risk, that a relevant court 
of law has not pronounced a judgment and 
that the court has not imposed any travel 
restrictions (and if so, that the traveler 
has permission to travel to Canada), we 
often help clients assemble appropriate 
documentation to secure their entry. This 
added peace of mind when traveling is 
critical for business or personal matters and 
is often priceless for our clients. 

PARDONS
(Criminal Rehabilitation)

A successful application for Criminal Rehabilitation in 
Canada permanently removes a traveler’s inadmissibility 
for the applicable offense(s); thus forever facilitating a 
hassle-free experience when visiting Canada (subject to 
no further arrests, obviously).

The assessment of a “rehab” application is generally 
made at the consulate such as the Canadian Consulate 
General of Los Angeles or New York in the United States, 
or Embassy or High Commission Office overseas.  
Occasionally, pending certain circumstances and 
criminal facts, a “streamlined” application for criminal 
rehabilitation may be made directly at the border saving 
precious time (and money).

The granting of a rehabilitation application is based on a 
wide range of criteria, including the applicant’s character, 
severity of their criminal background, and circumstances 
of the offense(s); to name a few of the relevant factors. 

A successful application for rehabilitation is based on a 
well prepared argument to the issuing visa post that, on 
a balance of probabilities, the risk of criminal behavior in 
the future is infinitely small. 

Criminal Charges May Bar Your Entry to Canada


